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CommunityCommunityCommunity   
United Church of Christ 

March 2014 

Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Faith 
 

Sundays After Service,  Begins First Week of March 
 

This Adult Education Class will be held in the yellow classroom over the next 7 weeks.  You are 
welcome to come to one or all of the sessions.  Each session exposes participants to observations 

and ideas about the intersection of science and faith as a catalyst for discussion about the promise 
of evolutionary Christian spirituality.  The weekly themes provide a broad introduction to the 

conversation that is going on among theologians and other thought leaders on the leading edge of 
wrestling with where Christianity is going in the 21st century.  Please plan to stay after service for 

this video and discussion.  These sessions will be facilitated by Harriott Quin and Pastor Jane 
Anne.  If you have any questions, please contact them.  All are welcome!   

 A TIME OF DISCERNMENT 
A Report from Your Pastoral Search Committee 

 
 Our pastoral search committee is in serious discernment mode these days of March. We’re at 
the task of diligently discovering a pastor / candidate for our church. We’ve been on this journey 
since last July, meeting almost every week. 
 
 We’ve been thinking many hours about where we are as a church. The obvious is that we are 
50 years old. We’ve grown a great deal in all kinds of ways in the past 12 years. Now we are entering a 
new stage. We’ve come up with a five year plan that needs development in the coming years. We’re 
looking for a person to help us unfold our future— a pastor who possesses significant and meaningful 
local church experience and who has deep spiritual presence.  
 
 It truly is a transformative time for us as a congregation.  And our task as a pastoral search 
committee is to discover which candidate is the “right one” for us and which one might be excited 
about becoming our pastor.  Which of the 60 plus pastors (the number of profiles we have received) is 
“the one”? Of course, this means saying NO to 99% of our candidates.  It’s a daunting responsibility. 
We SKYPE and that helps us. But each interview usually results in further questions of our key 
candidates. We check their references. Sooner or later we will talk with them face-to-face. 
 
 It is an awe-inspiring journey, and we’re in the middle of it. When we have a pastor candidate 
to recommend to the entire congregation in the months ahead (not soon), there will be a full weekend 
of meeting the candidate, seeing and hearing the pastor lead a Sunday morning worship, and a 
congregational meeting to vote.  
 
 When will this be? We do not know. We’ll let you know as soon as we can. Look for the “puff of 
white smoke” emerging from the church’s chimney at some future moment.  
 
 In the meantime, continue to pray for us. We covet your patient and faithful support. 
 

Erv Bode, Chair, writing on behalf of the pastoral search committee members of Craig Martin, Vicky 
Graham, Shane Brown, Amelia Webb, Janet Pinkow, Yazmin Coveney, Trude  Kleess , and Linda Woods. 
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Interim Pastor — Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson  / pastor@cuccboulder.org   

303-257-4933 

Pastoral Associate for Spiritual Life — OPEN 

Christian Education Director — Karen Kent-Pyle / ce@cuccboulder.org 

Office Administrator — Seana Zimmer / office@cuccboulder.org 

Choir Director:  Kamilla Macar 

Pianist:  Kathy Rinehart 

Newsletter Photos:  Marilyn Zimmerman—looking for replacement 

Webmaster:  Erika  and Jayson Webb 

One Brief Moment 
If it is true that we live for one brief moment... 

That we live for this short time, 
Then we have come at a good time, 

In the...Springtime. 
Nezahualcoytl, an ancient Aztec poet 

 

As I write this article in anticipation of spending Lent this year with CUCC, I am sitting by my mom’s 
bedside during her final days in this life.  An interesting congruence for me, to say the least.   
 
Lent is a time of transition, seasonally and theologically. We move from winter into spring.  We move 
from life through death and into new life.  The word Lent is derived from an Old English word meaning 
“spring.”  During the transition time of Lent and the coming of spring the ground becomes fertile again.  
Seeds begin to germinate even under Colorado snowstorms.  Bulbs start to put down new roots so they 
can generate new growth.  Lent is a time to re-grow or grow anew the spiritual practice of dying to an 
old life so that we can live anew. 
 
Watching my mother move through the dying process is also like watching a birth process.  She cannot 
express all of what she is experiencing and yet it is my sense that she is continuing to learn and grow.  
Though last Friday she specifically asked for us to “let her go” so she could “go home,” she too is 
learning about letting go.  It is not happening as quickly as she expected and she is surprised.  Once 
again in her long life she is leaning into and trusting a new growth process, one that will deliver her into 
the mystery of life beyond death.  
 
And I learn with her. I am comforted by speculating on her reunion with my sister, Jo Catherine, who 
died in 1980 or with her parents or her brother, John…and yet who knows what lies beyond. Is there 
really reunion?  There are times that the unknown beyond death seems only to be a void, a nothingness.   
Remembering that I have felt that void at times in this life and then experienced a surprising, sacred 
reversal into new life gives me the faith push to trust this dying/birthing process my mom is 
experiencing.  And reminds me that Lent is also a dying/birthing process. 
 
So we will journey through Lent together as Community UCC, discovering and re-discovering the 
sacred cycle of life/death/new life in our bodies, minds, hearts and souls, in our CUCC family. No 
matter how dark the way at times, we will remember that we ultimately live in the heart of God.  The 
heart of Love known in community, in solitude, in worship, prayer, play, work and service.  We are 
always in “a good time, in the ….Springtime.” 

  
Blessings and Prayers, 
Jane Anne Ferguson,  Interim Pastor 

Pastor Jane Anne’s Letter 

2014 Coordinating Council:  
 

Council Officers: 

Moderator: Cathy Hazouri Narrator:  Karen Ramirez 

Treasure:  Kamilla Macar Financial Secretary:  Heather Bowler 

Scribe: Judi  Kleinman 
 

Commissions 

Spiritual Life & Fellowship:  Karen Howe 

Property:  Tom Corrigan and Al Ramirez 

Social Action:  OPEN 

Christian Education:  Vicky Graham and Heather Bowler 

Nominations:  OPEN 
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Dear Parents and Friends, 
 As the Easter Season approaches, the questions our children ask get even more complex.  Did Jesus 
really die on the cross to wash away my sins?  Are Jesus and God the same?  How does Jesus get into the 
Communion bread?   What does it mean when people say ”Jesus Saves Us”?  Did Jesus really rise from the 
dead?  How does a Progressive Christian parent answer these tough questions when many of us are still 
struggling with the answers ourselves?   Members of our CE Commission asked Pastor Jane Anne to lead an 
evening of discussion this spring about these and many other questions surrounding the traditional tenets of 
Christianity.  We are thankful to her for putting this event on her busy calendar!   

 Please join us on Tuesday evening, April 1, from 6-8pm for an open and honest discussion.   
Bring your questions, your experiences and a potluck dish to share.  Childcare will be provided.   

Blessings,  
Karen 

 
Heifer Project Fundraiser:   A HUGE THANK YOU to Sarah Myers for coordinating this effort.  It has 
been one of our most successful fundraisers ever; most of all because the children were totally engaged and they 
saw the effort grow from beginning to end.  The totals are: $500 from our Offering Fund, a 6-week collection of 
roughly $400 and a $500 check from an Anonymous Donor – who we are so thankful for!  (Nothing better for 
kids than mystery and wondering!).   
With the $1,400 collected, the children and youth voted to purchase 1 Heifer, 1 Llama, a flock of chicks, 
a flock of ducks, a den of bunnies, a hive of bees, and two non-animal donations of Clean Water 
and finally, Sending a Girl to School.  We are very proud of them and thankful to all of you!  
 

March Schedule for Confirmation & Popcorn Theology 
 Sunday, March 2nd - Popcorn Theology at 10am, followed by Confirmation with Sue Levy and Donna Daniell 

from 11:30 to 1pm (lunch will be served). 
 Wednesday, March 5th (4-6:30pm) – Confirmation only with Pastor Jane Anne (Confirmands are 

encouraged to  attend the 5:45 Ash Wednesday Lenten Service).   
 Sunday, February 16th  - Popcorn Theology at 10am, followed by Confirmation with Elizabeth Wrenn & 

Elizabeth Robinson from 11:30 to 1pm (lunch will be served). 
 

SPRING SESSION TEACHERS NEEDED!   April—Mid-June 
Each of our three classes (Preschool, Elementary, Middle School) will need 2 adult teachers to split the 11 week 
Spring Session.  (Individual teachers are only responsible for 5 or 6 Sundays total).   Volunteer today! 

Christian Education 

We Pray For Peace 
in our hearts, our 

homes, our 
community, our 
nation, and the 

world. 

Community  Prayers 
Confined to Home 
 Earl Beaty (husband of Velma Beaty, home with Palliative Care) 
 Ed Brown  (husband of Shirley Brown) 
 Henrietta Potter (Golden West) 
 Ruth Andrade  (founding member of CUCC) 
 
Prayers for Sympathy for 
 Beth Cole, upon the death of her father 
 Mike White, upon the death of his wife, Katy 
 Beth Willman, facing the death of her father 
 Pastor Jane Anne Ferguson, whose mother is in hospice care 
 
Prayers of Healing & Support for 
 Bob Castellino, healing from shoulder surgery 
 Cathy Hazouri, healing from a broken hip 
 Gwen Goodwin and Marie Sutherland, who are living with multiple health issues 
 Susan Dunn Lewis, facing ongoing cancer treatment 

 
Our prayers are sent out to family and friends who are experiencing illness and other life-crises.   
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Social Action News 
Community Table: CUCC members serve a meal to the homeless and low-income in our community on the 
4th Thursday of the month. Our next turn to help is Thursday, March 27th, 4:00-6:00 pm at First 
United Methodist Church. No experience necessary!  

 
Food Drive for EFAA 

March is our annual food drive to benefit the EFAA food bank. The Colorado Department  of Public Health 
and Environment estimates that 14% of Boulder County residents are “food insecure,” struggling to feed 
their families  Last year, 15,000 Boulder County families worried they would run out of money to buy food, 
ate less than they should or ate less expensive, less-healthy food because it was all they could afford.  This 
year our help is more needed than ever.   In 2012, EFFA’s food bank distributed nearly 700,000 pounds of 
food to families, seniors and people with disabilities in need.  Based on the estimation by New York City 
Coalition Against Hunger EFAA is preparing to see a significant increase in requests for food assistance. 

 
Donations from schools, businesses, faith communities, civic groups and individuals are critical to 
supplement the Food Bank's donations from partners like Community Food Share, Whole Foods and  local 
food distributors such as Rudi’s Organic Bread.   The Social Action Committee will have a box in fellowship 
hall for the five Sundays in Marchand will deliver your donations weekly to EFAA. There will be no food for 
fellowship hour on March 2nd as we begin our campaign by donating our Sunday treats that day.  Canned 
fruits and vegetables, pasta, cereal, tuna fish, coffee, tea, cookies, crackers are especially helpful.  Food must 
not exceed the expiration date.  

Save Your Stuff Notice 
 

The Social Action Commission is planning to have another Collection for RESTORE, a store that sells used 
items to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Think of this as an old fashioned rummage sale:  It allows us to get 
rid of “stuff” we don’t need any more, and gives others the chance to find a treasure (or necessity) at a 
reasonable price. And, this benefits a worthy cause! This is a perfect way to recycle those items too good to 
throw away. The Restore truck will come to our parking lot on one Sunday in April. Watch for details in the 
next Echo and in future church bulletins. 

Earth Action Team News 

First Gathering of “Moral Courage to Face Climate Change” Discussion 
 12 of the Iris and Lupine Fellowship Circle members gathered on Sunday Feb. 16th, to hear and 
discuss Donna Daniell’s presentation from her Climate Reality Project training. Donna spoke on 
melting glaciers and increased extreme weather events as signs of climate changes related to human 
activity. She concluded with ideas for changes we can make to turn this pattern around and heal our 
earth. Discussion followed with members suggesting the following ideas from personal lifestyle 
changes to changes for our church: 

 Demand changes in policy by our representatives 
 Solar panels on our roof at CUCC for heating  
 Insulation in our walls at CUCC 
 Work on our energy use at CUCC so well that eventually we could have a sign in front of our 

church that reads, “This building is net zero!” 
 Ask ourselves, “How can I change an earth related habit today? Carry my water bottle or 

mug with me? Carry my utensils with me so I don’t have to use plastic? Combine my errands 
so I can make one less car trip?”   

It takes 90 days to change a habit. An athlete or actor will make this change with practice to replace 
the old habit with a new one. Commit to making lifestyle habit changes for our Mother Earth!  Many 
thanks to our concerned attendees! Donna Daniell is available to present to Fellowship Circles.  

Contact Janet Hoaglund with Earth Action Team to schedule a Discussion Circle.  
(720-227-5267 or jadefam4@hotmail.com) 

Committees and Commissions 
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March 2014 
Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

     Feb 28th  March 1 

2 
 

Iris Circle 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~~~Choir Rehearsal 
~~~Painting the Stars 
~~Confirmation Class 
 
 

3 4 

 

5 

ASH WED 

5:45—6:30 

service 

 

6 

7 pm Social 

Action Comm. 

7 

7 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

8 

 

9 

Sunflower Circle 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~~~Choir Rehearsal 
~~~Painting the Stars 
~~ Earth Action Team 
 
6 - 8 pm Youth Group 

10 

 

11 

7 pm  

CCC Mtg at 

The 

Havlick’s 

12 

 

13 

6 pm  

Coordinating 

Council 

14 

7 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

15 

 

16 

Columbine Circle 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~~~Choir Rehearsal 
~~~Painting the Stars 
~~ 50th Anniv. Mtg 
~ Confirmation Class 

17 

 

18 

6:30pm  

In Discern-  

ment Mtg 

19 

 

20 

7 pm  

Caring 

Ministry 

21 

7 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

22 

2pm  

SafeTalk 

Class 

23 

Rose Circle 
 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~~~Choir Rehearsal 
~~~Painting the Stars 

24 

 

25 26 27 

6 pm  
Property 
Comm. 

7 pm  

Spiritual Life 

& Fellowship 

28 

7 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

29 

30 

Lupine Circle 
 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~~~Choir Rehearsal 
~~~Painting the Stars 

31 April 1 

 

6pm Parent 

Discussion 

Potluck 

April 2 

4-5:30pm 

Confirmation 

 

6:30 pm 

Finance Comm. 

April 3 

7 pm Social 

Action Comm. 

April 4 

7 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

April 5 

REMINDER 
 

Choir Begins: 
Sun, March 2nd 

Ash 
Wednesday: 

Wed, March 5th 
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2650 Table Mesa Dr. 

Boulder CO 80305 
 

Phone: 303.499.9119 

E-mail: office@cuccboulder.org 

Website: www.cuccboulder.org 

United Church of Christ 

CommunityCommunityCommunity   

Deadlines 

Announcements for bulletins and 

weekly emails should be sent to 

office@cuccboulder.org 

The deadline for the  

weekly email announcements 

is 9am on Monday.  
 

The deadline for the  

bulletin and for the  

weekend email announcements is  

9 am on Thursday.  
 

The deadline for The Echo is 

the 24th of each month.  

Friday Mornings at CUCC  

Men's Breakfast from 7-8:30 am: This is open to all men, and is a 
simple breakfast (coffee & bagels) with time for sharing and 
discussion. Low key and informal, the goal is to build fellowship and 
friendship among the men of our congregation. Guests and members 
are welcome as well! Questions? Contact Bill Marine: 303-818-2776. 
 

Contemplative Prayer at 9:30 am: A Contemplative Prayer group 
meets every Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. We begin by 
reading a brief passage from a poem or an essay offering spiritual 
insight. Then we sit in silence for twenty to thirty minutes. After 
contemplation participants are free to depart. Some choose to remain 
to exchange thoughts and inspirations that follow upon the reading.  

Sermons can be found on our 
Church Website and in the 

weekly electronic 
announcements. 

Green Coffee 

Mugs 

SLF wants to 
welcome visitors by 
asking them to use a 

green coffee mug 
during Sunday 

Fellowship Hour.  

Youth Group News 
 

Meeting on the second Sunday of each 
month, our next session, will be  

March 9th  from 6—8pm.   
Youth (and their parents) who would like to 

attend the Summer Mission Trip to Tuba 
City, AZ should plan to stay afterwards for a 

short organizational meeting. 

mailto:office@cuccboulder.org

